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Ducks Continued from Page 8 
Hunter Education 

low the leader" line. A very large 
duck; drakes show more white 
than any other species. 

Winters from ice-free water in 
the north to the coastal waters of 
the Southern States. The only call 
seems to be a startled croak. 

SPECIES WITH LIMITED 
RANGES 

These birds: Harlequin, 
Oldsquaw, Fulvous Tree Duck, 
Surf Scoter, Common Scoter, 
White-Winged Scoter, Black-bel- 
lied Tree Duck and Common Ei- 
der; except the tree ducks, are pri- 
marily of the sea. 

Harlequins go a little further 
south than Long Island and Puget 
Sound and north to Alaska. 
Oldsquaws have essentially the 
same range, plus the Great Lakes. 

Fulvous tree ducks are begin- 
ning to spread into the east from 
Louisiana west to California, 
while the black-bellied is still re- 
stricted to Texas. 

Scoter hunting is heaviest in 
New England, where all three spe- 
cies are locally known as "coots." 
Some flocks migrate along the 
coast as far as the Carolinas on the 
Atlantic and lower California on 
the Pacific. 

Common elders are only in the 
North Atlantic, but related forms 
occur in the northwest and Alaska. 

DIVING DUCKS 

Diving ducks frequent the 
larger, deeper lakes and rivers, and 
coastal bays and inlets. 

The colored wing patches of 
these birds lack the brilliance of 
the speculums of puddle ducks, 
but are still important field marks 
in most species. Since most of 
them have short tails, their huge, 
paddle feet may be used as rud- 
ders in flight, and are often vis- 
ible on flying birds. When launch- 
ing into flight, most of this group 
patter along the water before be- 
coming airborne. 

They feed by diving, often to 
considerable depths. To escape 
danger, they can travel great dis- 
tances underwater, emerging only 
enough to show their head or bill 
tip before submerging again. 

Their diets of fish, shellfish, 
mollusks, and aquatic plants make 
them second choice, as a group, 
for sportsmen. Canvasbacks and 
redheads fattened on eel grass or 
wild celery are notable exceptions. 

Since their wings are small in 
proportion to the size or weight of 
their bodies, they have a rapid 
wing beat in comparison with 
puddle ducks. 

PUDDLE DUCKS 
Puddle ducks are typically 

birds of fresh, shallow marshes 
and rivers rather than of large lakes 
and bays. They are good divers, 
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but usually feed by dabbling or tip- 
ping rather than submerging. 

The speculum, or colored wing 
patch, is generally iridescent and 
bright, and often a telltale field 
mark. 

Any ducks feeding in crop- 
lands will likely be puddle ducks, 
for most of this group are sure- 
footed and can walk and run on 
land. Their food is mostly veg- 
etable, and grain-fed mallards or 
pintails or acorn-fattened wood 
ducks are highly regarded. 

They ride higher in the water 
than divers and launch themselves 
directly upward when rising, 
whether from land or water. 

Every hunter (including out- 
of-state hunters) born on or af- 
ter Sept. 2,1971, must success- 
fully complete a Hunter Educa- 
tion Training Course. Minimum 
age of certification is 12 years 
and cost is $10. 

If you were born on or after 
Sept. 2, 1971, and you are: 

• under 12 years of age, you 
must be accompanied*. 

• age 12 through 16, you must 
successfully complete a hunter 
education course, or you must 
be accompanied*. 

• age 17 and over, you must 
successfully complete a hunter 
education course; or purchase a 
"Hunter Education Deferral," 

and you must be accompanied*. 
New: Hunter Education De- 

ferral (cost: $10) - Allows a per- 
son 17 years of age or older who 
has not completed a hunter edu- 
cation program to defer comple- 
tion for up to one year. A deferral 
may only be obtained once and is 
only valid until the end of the cur- 
rent license year. A person who has 
been convicted or has received 
deferred adjudication for violation 
of the mandatory hunter education 
requirement is prohibited from 
applying for a deferral. Take the 
course by August 31 of the cur- 
rent license year and receive a $5 

(See Education, Page 12) 
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WE'RE THE NEXT BEST THING TO HOME! 

"GOOSE HUNTING CAPITAL 
OF THE WORLD" 

The Sportsman's Lodge is located 1-1/2 miles north of Eagle Lake... the "Goose 
Hunting Capital of the World". Quietly tucked away off FM 102, you're sure to 
fall asleep to the sound of geese singing, wake up to a beautiful sunrise and still 

MORE geese singing (although, if you aren't up before sunrise, you might be 
shooting time). The Lodge is nestled on six acres of country land so you can even 

see birds before your first cup of coffee. 

A PLACE SO COZY, YOU'LL 
THINK YOU'RE AT HOME! 

After a long day's hunt, come back and relax on one of the comfortable couches and watch you're 
favorite football game (Aggie and Texas fans allowed). 

Mama likes to hunt, too, so she added a mud room for you to change in. This way, she can enjoy 
squeezing the trigger of a 12-gauge instead of a 409 bottle. 

Enjoy the viewing porch and shooting area. There's even a dog kennel and plenty of storage space 
for all your "hunting" gear. 

The lodge sleeps ten comfortably in a bunk-bed atmosphere with air conditioning and heating units. 

"SPORTSMAN'S HUNTING LODGE" 
THE ONLY PLACE TO BE!" 
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Now, let's talk about food! t 
Lodge owners, Doug & Janie, also pride themselves on owning the award-winning 

Sportsman's Restaurant, located on the Hwy. 90-A Bypass (Boothe Drive) in Eagle Lake, 
right next to Johnny's Sport Shop. The restaurant opens at 4:30 a.m. and serves 
breakfast, lunch and dinner daily. You're sure to never go hungry before a hunt 

Talk about food... they're famous for their hand-cut Ribeye steaks, Seafood Specialties, 
Fresh home-made Burgers and hand-dipped onion rings. Janie's also known for her New 

Orleans Bread Pudding (wheel barrows are available). ^^~ 
With over 40 years dedicated to food and hospitality, the Schwemms 

guarantee you a true Sportsman's experience in Eagle Lake. 


